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The GRUMBLER. 
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By Squire Gizzarv. 





Felices animos, quibus hec cognofcere primss, 


Inq; domos fuperas fcandere cura fut! 


Credzbile est tllos partterq; vitiifq; locifg, — 


Altius humans exferuiffe caput. 


Ov. Fait. 
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From Tuefday April 19, to Friday April 22. 1715. 


From my Study Thurfday Evening. 


| O Morrow being the Day prognofticas 
ted for rhe greateft Eclipfe of the Sun, 

that has been vifible in this Nation rime 

out of Mind; I fhall lay a Reftraint up- 
on the natural Frowardnefs of my Temper, and 
keep my Spleen from breaking out this 22d In- 
ftant, that my Adverfaries may not take Advan- 
tage from my .Weakne(s, and fay I grumble in the 
Dark: For this Reafon I fhall employ the Even- 
ing preceding this extraordinary Event in the Hea- 
vens, in throwing together fiich feafonable Re- 
flections and Paffages of my Reading, as occur 
to me upon this Occafion, which may fervé (when 
the Sight is over) to amufe the Curious, and to 
ffee weak and ignorant Minds from groundlefs 
Apprehenfions. 


It is the Prerogative of great Philofophers to 
be placed above the Fears and Surmizes of the 
Vulgar ; they can behold the uncommon Opera- 
tions of Nature with a Mind unmovd by, any 
other Paffion, but thar of Admiration. To the 
common Herd of Mankind the whole Creation is 
one continued Scene of Terrors. How have en- 
tire Nations been alarmed by the overflowing of 
a River, the Flight of Birds, the Appearance of 
a Whale! The Earth, the Sea, the Air is full of 


(Price Two-Pence. ) 


Portents and Prodigiés to the fuperftitious: But 
above all, Comers and Eclipfes do affail the 
Hearts of Men with a Dread almoft univerfak 
In the Nations, ever which the Shadow of: the 
Moon fhall pafs to Morrow, the Courage of Mile 
tions fhall fail. How will they who tremble ar 
the fhritking of an Owl, fupport themfelves un- 
det tite Datknefs of the Sun ? 


The poor Indians aré always in the greareft 
Confternation, when any thing extraordinary ha 
me in the Appearances of either the Sun or 

oon. Columbus cheréfore owed his Prefervation 
to the Ignorance of the People of Famaica When 
they deferred him, he denounced the Anger of 
God againft thém, adding, That within two Days 
they fhould fee a manifeft Token of the Divine 


Difpleafure, by the Moon’s being darkened: . 


This happening accordingly, they were fubdued 
by their own Fears to adhere to him. 


In the Year 1706. the French afid Spansards pave 
us a remarkable Inftance of their Fear and Super- 
ftition: For an Eclipfe of the Sun falling upoh the 
Day that our Troops landed to relieve Barcelona, 
our Enemies rétired in great Confufion ; taking it 
as an ill Omen ro fee the Sun obfcured, and the 
more becaufe the French King’s Device is a Rijing 


Sun. 
Thales 
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Thales was the fir among the Grecks, who could 
forerel Eclipfes; as Sulpitins Gallus was the firit 
skill’d in that Kind of Knowledge amongit the 
Romans. . Pliny relates, That the Day before King 
Perfeus was vanquifhed by Paulus, Sulpitiis Gallus 
(who at shat time was a Colonel) was broughr out 
by the General before the Army, to fererel the 
Eclipfe which fhould happen on the Morrow: 
By which Means he prevented thofe Fears, which 
might have difheartned the Soldiers in the Time 
of Action. After thefe Two (about 130 Years 
before Chrift) came Hipparchus, who carried this 
Science much farther; for he mace Ephemerides 
for Six hundred Years. Pliny-for this Reafon calls 
him the Confident of Nature, and ranks him a- 
mongft thofe fublime Genius’s, who by the Pre- 
digtion of Eclipfes firft taught Men nox to be fur- 
prized at thefe Appearances. 


Pericles, One of the principal Heroes of ancient 
Greece, learned the Doetrine of .Eclipfes from 
Anaxagoras, a Philofopher of great Note in’ Athens. 
And here it is very pertinent, to my prefent Pue- 
pofe ro tranfcribe a Paffage frorn Plutarch, relating 


to a Naval Expedition in the beginning of ‘the: Pe... 


leponnefian War. ‘Tire Veffels having their Comple- 
ment of Men, and Pericles being now on Board the 
Admiral’s Galley, it happened by an Eclipfe of the Sun, 
that it grew dark on a fudden, to the great Terrour of 
them all, looking upon it as an ill-boading Omen. Up- 
on this Pericles perceiving the Pilot to be in a Fright, 
and at a Stand what to do, muffled up the Man's Face 
in bw Cloak, asking him, Whether he did imagine 
there was any Harm or Caufe of Dread in what he then 
did to him? The Steerfman anfwering, No: Pericles 
thereupon told him, That the only Difference between 
the one Darkness. and- the. other, was, that.the Dark- 
nefs it, the Heavens was canfed by fomething greater 
thana Cloak, If. all the Athenian, Generals. had 
been inftructed by Anaxagoras, the Misfortune 
Which happened to the Fleer of the Common. 
wealth re Syracufe might have been prevented. 
It was ready to fer Sail, in order to return.to 
Athens; but the Moen fuffering an. Eclipfe, the 
General Nicias put off their Departure, which 
proved, the'Ruin of the Eleer. 


‘Archelam, King of, Macedon (who reigned in 
the Time of. Socrates) .was 40 ignorant,, that he 
was terrified beyond Meafure by an Eclipfe of the 
Sun;.He ordered his, Palace Gates, to be clofe 
none ed, and hie, SOmy Hair Pars SB ft ;. which 

hings were cuftomary to fignify the Heighth of 
Soxrow.and Affliction, Pe 


- 
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Since it is now evident toa!] Men, who are but 
moderately acquainted with Arts and Sciences, 
that Eclipies, properly fo called, whecher of the 


.Sun or_.of the Mcon, are no more miraculous than 


the Viciilimndes of Night and Day: I cannot. dif. 
mifs my Reader upon this Occation, without. re. 
marking, that the great and memorable Darknefs, 
which happened ar the time of the Crucifixion of 
our Saviour, was preternatural, Ic is demonftra. 
ble, thar it could nor be produced by the Moon 
coming in its natural Courfe berweer the Sun and 
the Earth, becaufe the Moon was then in the Full, 
The Scripture tells us, That there was Darknefs over 
the Land for the {pace of three Hours, beginning a. 
bout Noon. Bur if there be any, who may not 
think this Teftimony fufficient, I refer them to 
what follows. 


Eufebius informs us, That Luciam Martyr chal- 
lenges the Heathens to have recour{e to their own 
Annals, wherein this-great Miracle was recorded 
fo as toagree with the Time in which Chrift fuf- 
fered under Prlate, Apollophanes and Dicny/fius the 
Areopagite. are reported to have feen this wonder- 


fal Eclipfe in Egypt; and that Dicny/im thould fay, 
" Bither the Deity fuffereth, or fympathizes with that 
which fuffers. 


Fertullian in his Apology fays, That 
this prodigious Darkéning of the Sun was record- 
ed in the Reman Archives, and that they who 
knew not that this was foretold concerning Chrift, 
rook it for an Eclipfe. . 


The Gofpels do not (at leaft according to the 
Commenrators) diftinétly mark out the Extent of 
this Darknefs. It is very reafonable to imagine 
that it was not confined to the Country of Fudea ; 
bur thar ir over-fhadowed the whole Hemifphere : 
Firft, Becaufe the ancient Aftronomers and Chro- 
nologers, when they take notice of this Darknefs, 
do not circum{cribe it to any Place or Country ! 
And,in the next place, becaufe Phlegon, when he 
mnakes mention of this Darknefs, and of the Earth- 
quake, is particular as to the Place of the Earth- 
quake, but does not confine the Darknefs to any 


one Place. : 


I fhall clofe this Paper with obferving, that 
Scepticifm, Infidelity and Superftition are the 
Companions of weak and ignorant Minds; and 
that found Learning and Philofophy ftrengrhens 
and clears up Revelation, at the fame time that it 
gives.an Affurance,to. the Underftanding againft ill 
grounded Féars and Apprehenfions. 
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